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Chapter I. Tracking Wal-Mart’s Use of Public Money 
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Ten Largest Wal-Mart Subsidy Deals 

 
1. Olney, IL......................distribution center ....... $48.7 million 
2. Sharon Springs, NY ....distribution center ....... $46.0 million 
3. Opelousas, LA.............distribution center ....... $33.0 million 
4. Pageland, SC ..............distribution center ....... $28.2 million 
5. Arcadia, FL..................distribution center ....... $23.8 million 
6. Robert, LA ...................distribution center ....... $21.0 million 
7. New Braunfels, TX ......distribution center ....... $20.0 million 
8. Ottawa, KS..................distribution center ....... $19.0 million 
8. Grove City, OH............distribution center ....... $19.0 million 
8. Baytown, TX................distribution center ....... $19.0 million 
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Chapter II. A Wide Assortment of Subsidies 
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Wal-Mart Stores That Received Subsidies 
 
TOWN STATE YEAR 

OPEN 
STORE TYPE ESTIMATED 

SUBSIDIES 
MAIN SUBSIDY TYPES 

Birmingham AL 2004 Supercenter $10 million reduced-price land 
Gardendale AL 2003 Supercenter $4 million infrastructure 
Leeds AL 2000 Supercenter > $500,000 infrastructure 
Mobile AL 2001 Supercenter $992,000 infrastructure 
Pell City AL 2003 Supercenter $1.1 million land bought with city bonds 
Trussville AL 2000 Supercenter $3 million infrastructure 
Bullhead City AZ 2000 Supercenter $1.2 million infrastructure 
Prescott AZ 2003 Supercenter $6 million infrastructure 
Show Low AZ 1999 Supercenter $430,000 infrastructure 
Cathedral City CA 1992 discount $1.8 million infrastructure 
Colton CA 1991 discount $2.6 million reduced-price land 
Corona CA 1994 discount $2 million sales tax rebate/parking lease 
Covina CA 1997 discount $5.3 million reduced-price land 
Duarte CA 1995 discount $1.8 million reduced-price land 
Gilroy CA 1993 discount $408,000 infrastructure 
Hemet CA 1992 discount $1.8 million sales tax rebate, waived fees 
Lake Elsinore CA 1994 discount $2.2 million infrastructure 
Manteca CA 1992 discount $1.7 million site preparation 
Perris CA 1992 discount $2.7 million infrastructure (via TIF) 
Redlands CA 1991 discount $1.3 million sales tax rebate/parking lease 
Rialto CA 1992 discount $2.6 million reduced-price land 
Riverside CA 1993 discount > $2.2 million sales tax rebate/parking lease 
San Diego CA 2000 discount $6.1 million infrastructure, parking lease 
Commerce City CO 1999 Supercenter $1.4 million infrastructure (via sales TIF) 
Palatka FL 2002 Supercenter $1.1 million infrastructure (via CDBG) 
Zephyrhills FL 2002 Supercenter $600,000 infrastructure (via CDBG) 
Altoona IA 2000 Supercenter $1.2 million infrastructure (via TIF) 
Addison IL 2005* discount $3.5 million infrastructure 
Belleville IL 1994 discount $7 million infrastructure (via TIF) 
Bloomington IL 2001 Supercenter $1.5 million enterprise zone/infrastructure 
Bridgeview IL 1992 discount $6.7 million infrastructure (via TIF) 
Country Club Hills IL 2005* Supercenter $12.3 million property and sales tax rebates 
Evergreen Park IL 2005* discount $5.3 million sales tax rebate 
Moline IL 1998 Supercenter $2.7 million sales tax rebate 
Niles IL 1999 discount $2.9 million infrastructure (via TIF) 
Palatine IL 2004* discount $3.5 million site preparation, infrastructure 
Rolling Meadows IL 2000 discount $5.3 million site preparation 
Vandalia IL 2004* Supercenter $1 million infrastructure 
Villa Park IL 1991 discount $1.4 million site preparation, infrastructure 
Natchitoches LA 1996 Supercenter $1.5 million enterprise zone 
New Orleans LA 2004* Supercenter $7 million property tax breaks 
Ouachita Parish LA 1997 Supercenter $840,000 enterprise zone 
Ruston LA 1995 Supercenter > $947,000 enterprise zone, infrastructure 
Augusta ME 1993 Supercenter $5.7 million infrastructure (via TIF) 
Waterville ME 1993 discount $500,000 infrastructure (via TIF) 
Cameron MO 1995 Supercenter $2.1 million infrastructure (via TIF) 
Chesterfield MO 1997 discount $2.6 million infrastructure (via TIF) 
Eureka MO 1995 Supercenter $5.3 million site prep, infrastructure (via TIF) 
Fenton MO 2001 discount $10 million infrastructure (via TIF) 
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Kansas City MO 2001 Supercenter $9.1 million infrastructure (via TIF) 
Kirkwood MO 1999 discount $5.7 million infrastructure (via TIF) 
Mexico MO 2005* Supercenter $500,000 infrastructure (via sales tax rebate)  
Monett MO 1999 Supercenter $1.8 million infrastructure (via prop/sales TIF) 
Ozark MO 2004 Supercenter $3.5 million infrastructure 
Republic MO 2002 Supercenter $500,000 infrastructure 
Wentzville MO 2002 discount $7.5 million infrastructure 
West Plains MO 1994 Supercenter $250,000 infrastructure (via sales TIF) 
Biloxi MS 1988 discount $350,000 infrastructure (via TIF) 
D'Iberville MS 1999 Supercenter $2.3 million infrastructure (via TIF/CDBG) 
Fulton MS 1999 Supercenter $900,000 infrastructure (via TIF/CDBG) 
Greenville MS 2002 Supercenter $1.2 million infrastructure (via TIF) 
Hattiesburg MS 1999 Supercenter $900,000 infrastructure (via TIF) 
Ocean Springs MS 2000 Supercenter not available infrastructure (via CDBG) 
Olive Branch MS 2000 Supercenter $1.7 million infrastructure (via sales TIF/CDBG) 
Pascagoula MS 2003 Supercenter $5 million infrastructure (via TIF) 
Petal MS 2001 Supercenter $877,000 infrastructure (via TIF) 
Richland MS 2001 Supercenter $363,000 infrastructure (via TIF) 
Waveland MS 2003 Supercenter $500,000 infrastructure (via CDBG) 
Audubon NJ 2004* Supercenter $1.2 million infrastructure 
Lumberton NJ 2001 discount $534,000 property tax abatement 
Millville NJ 1994 discount not available urban enterprise zone 
Oneida NY 1997 Supercenter $850,000 property tax abatement 
Moraine OH 2003 Supercenter > $157,000 infrastructure 
Ravenna  OH 1997 discount $1.3 million enterprise zone 
Streetsboro OH 1996 discount $491,000 enterprise zone 
West Chester OH 2005* Supercenter $3.4 million infrastructure (via TIF) 
Sand Springs OK 2003 Supercenter $2.8 million infrastructure (via TIF) 
Indiana PA 1996 Supercenter $1.1 million infrastructure (via TIF) 
Smithfield Twnshp PA 2005* Supercenter $4.8 million infrastructure 
Union Township PA 1996 Supercenter $1.3 million infrastructure 
North Charleston SC 2004* Supercenter $10 million infrastructure (via TIF) 
Bastrop TX 1995 Supercenter $125,000 property tax abatement 
Dallas TX 2003 Supercenter $630,000 property tax abatement 
Garland TX 2001 Supercenter $575,000 infrastructure (via waived fees)  
American Fork UT 2004* Supercenter $1.2 million infrastructure 
Baraboo WI 2001 Supercenter $2.2 million infrastructure (via TIF) 
Milwaukee WI 2003 discount $4.5 million infrastructure (via TIF) 
Beckley WV 1989 discount $1.3 million state tax credits 
Logan City WV 1998 Supercenter $3.5 million infrastructure 
Nitro WV 1998 Supercenter $4.9 million infrastructure 
Wayne WV 1999 Supercenter not available infrastructure 
* scheduled or projected opening date 
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CITY STATE YEAR FACE VALUE 
 
Bartow FL 1993 $2,600,000 
Americus GA 1992 $1,900,000 
Fitzgerald GA 1992 $1,520,000 
Walton GA 1992 $1,365,000 
Anamosa IA 1992 $1,300,000 
Grinnell IA 1992 $1,690,000 
Independence IA 1994 $1,340,000 
West Des Moines IA 1985 $1,200,000 
Bethalto IL 1983 $5,000,000 
Cahokia IL 1994 $2,765,000 
Charleston IL 1984 $1,810,000 
Collinsville IL 1991 $2,410,000 
Fairfield IL 1995 $1,105,000 
Herrin IL 1982 $2,000,000 
Kewanee IL 1984 $2,340,000 
Lawrenceville IL 1983 $1,650,000 
Mattoon IL 1988 $1,980,000 
Pana  IL 1983 $1,400,000 
Pittsfield IL 1988 $1,465,000 
Robinson IL 1991 $2,180,000 
Taylorville IL 1981 $2,370,000 
Vandalia IL 1982 $1,650,000 
Boonville IN 1992 $1,560,000 
Vincennes IN 1993 $1,485,000 
Bonner Springs KS 1991 $1,795,000 
Hiawatha KS 1991 $1,040,000 
Holton KS 1991 $1,090,000 
Hutchinson KS 1984 $2,675,000 
Marysville KS 1981 $1,150,000 
Olathe KS 1993 $2,580,000 
Ottawa KS 1994 $1,585,000 
Pratt  KS 1991 $1,275,000 
Bossier Parish LA 1987 $1,700,000 
Bossier Parish LA 1992 $1,700,000 
Bunkie LA 1987 $1,700,000 

CITY STATE YEAR FACE VALUE 
 
Bunkie LA 1992 $1,700,000 
Crowley LA 1981 $1,815,000 
East Baton Rouge LA 1987 $1,385,000 
East Baton Rouge LA 1992 $1,280,000 
Hammond LA 1993 $1,365,000 
Leesville LA 1981 $2,530,000 
Monroe LA 1983 $3,090,000 
Rapides Parish LA 1992 $2,500,000 
Shreveport LA 1981 $6,300,000 
St. Martin LA 1981 $3,725,000 
Sulphur LA 1981 $1,800,000 
Vermilion Parish LA 1981 $1,665,000 
Bloomfield MO 1996    $865,000 
Clayton MO 1985 $4,175,000 
Hannibal MO 1983 $2,115,000 
Lee's Summit MO 1993 $2,700,000 
Lincoln NE 1984 $2,290,000 
Bolivar TN 1983 $1,315,000 
Sullivan County TN 1983 $2,385,000 
Baytown TX 1994 $2,660,000 
Benbrook TX 1985 $1,500,000 
Galveston TX 1983 $3,440,000 
Harlingen TX 1985 $2,320,000 
Jim Wells County TX 1992 $2,750,000 
Longview TX 1983 $1,800,000 
Orange County TX 1984 $3,210,000 
Pampa  TX 1983 $1,765,000 
Pearsall TX 1983 $1,175,000 
Pleasanton TX 1994 $1,380,000 
Pleasanton TX 1985 $1,445,000 
Randall County TX 1984 $1,965,000 
Seminole TX 1984 $1,210,000 
Uvalde County TX 1985 $1,410,000 
West Columbia TX 1983 $1,200,000 
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TOWN STATE 
YEAR 

OPENED 
SIZE OF 

WORKFORCE 
ESTIMATED 
SUBSIDIES 

MAIN SUBSIDY TYPES 

Brundidge AL 2004 600 projected $5 million state site preparation grant  

Cullman AL 1983 1,000  > $12 million financing, infrastructure 

Opelika AL 2000 700 $2.2 million property tax abatement 

Bentonville AR 2000 1,000 not available  state tax credits 

Clarksville AR 1993 650 > $100,000  infrastructure; state tax credits 

Searcy AR 1989 1,400 $250,000 infrastructure 

Casa Grande AZ 2003 600 $536,000 infrastructure 

Porterville CA 1992 1,400 $14 million enterprise zone tax credits 

Loveland CO 1990 1,000 $300,000 state job training grant 

Smyrna DE  2004 1,000 projected $4.1 million state grants, land, infrastructure 
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Arcadia FL 2005* 700 projected $23.8 million infrastructure, state tax credits 

Hernando County FL 1992 1,200 $2.3 million infrastructure 

Macclenny FL 2002 600 $8.7 million infrastructure, state tax credit 

St. Lucie County FL  2004* 1,200 projected $14.2 million infrastructure, tax abatement 

Winter Haven FL 1996 300 $774,000 infrastructure, waived fees 

Carrollton GA 2001 280 $500,000 free land 

Douglas GA 1987 1,300 $10 million financing, property tax break 

LaGrange GA 2000 1,600 > $1 million infrastructure, property tax break 

Monroe GA 2000 600 $1.2 million infrastructure, property tax break 

Statesboro GA 1994 700 $2 million infrastructure  

Mount Pleasant IA 1985 900 $10 million industrial revenue bond financing 

Olney IL 1997 625 $48.7 million tax breaks, land, infrastructure 

Spring Valley IL 2001 1,000 $7.3 million infrastructure, training, tax credits 

Sterling IL 2006* 600 projected $6.6 million property tax abatement 

Garrett IN 2001 250 $1 million property tax abatement 

Greencastle IN 1991 800 > $630,000 infrastructure, property tax breaks 

Seymour IN 1989 1,000 > $1.5 million property tax breaks, infrastructure 

Ottawa KS 1995 1,300 $19 million infrastructure, property tax break 

Hopkinsville KY 2003 780 > $15 million tax rebates, property tax breaks 

London KY 1995 1,000 $13.3 million state tax credits, infrastructure 

Opelousas LA 1999 1,200 $33 million property tax breaks, infrastructure 

Robert LA 2001 600 > $21 million tax breaks, infrastructure 

Lewiston ME 2005* 450 $16 million tax reimbursement, infrastructure 

Coldwater MI 2001 800 $2.4 million infrastructure, free land 

Harrisonville MO 2001 550 > $2.6 million infrastructure, property tax break 

Moberly MO 2002 350 $1.7 million infrastructure, job training funds 

St. James MO 2001 600 > $1.6 million infrastructure, job training funds 

Brookhaven MS 1986 1,400 > $1.5 million infrastructure, tax breaks 

New Albany MS 1996 600 $11.5 million property tax exemption, free land 

Henderson NC 2002 350 $1 million infrastructure, reduced-price land 

Hope Mills NC 1997 1,000 $2 million land, infrastructure 

Shelby NC 2002 950 > $2.1 million grant, state tax credits 

North Platte NE 2003 600  > $15.2 million state tax credits, infrastructure 

Los Lunas NM 1999 700 $6.7 million property tax exemption 

Johnstown NY 2001 650 > $1.9 million infrastructure, state grants 

Marcy NY 1994 1,400 $2.2 million infrastructure 

Sharon Springs NY 1995 300 $46 million property tax abatement 

Columbus OH 2002 not available $2.6 million state tax credit, job training grant 

Grove City OH 1992 1,200 $19 million  property tax break, infrastructure 

Island Creek Township OH 2003 600 > $9.2 million enterprise zone, state tax breaks 

Washington Court House OH 2001 600 > $8.3 million enterprise zone, state tax breaks 

Bartlesville OK 2005* 650 projected $15.9 million infrastructure, state tax breaks 

Pauls Valley OK 2000 700 $6.5 million infrastructure, land, tax breaks 

Hermiston OR 1998 1,000 $2.5 million enterprise zone, infrastructure 

Cessna PA 1998 615 $6 million tax breaks, grants, infrastructure 
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Minersville PA planned 450 > $2.5 million zone tax breaks, job training funds 

Tobyhanna PA 2002 900 $2.3 million state grants 

Woodland PA 1993 1,200  $8 million financing, infrastructure, tax breaks 

Laurens SC 1988 1,000 $250,000 infrastructure 

Pageland SC 1997 700 $28.2 million state tax credits, infrastructure 

Midway TN 1997 1,300 $5.4 million infrastructure, tax breaks, training 

Shelbyville TN 2001 370 $2.5 million infrastructure 

Baytown TX 2005* 400 $19 million property tax exemption 

Cleburne TX 2002 800  $7 million infrastructure; tax abatement 

Dallas TX 2002 120 $1.4 million property tax break, infrastructure 

New Braunfels TX 1989 1,000 $20 million  property tax abatement 

New Caney TX 2003 640 > $3 million land, infrastructure, tax abatement 

Palestine (two centers) TX ‘80; ‘96 1,900 total $12.7 million financing, property tax abatements 

Plainview TX 1987 1,500 > $1 million free land, property tax abatement 

Sanger TX 2001 1,000 $3.8 million land, property tax abatement 

Temple TX 1994 750 $3.6 million property tax abatements 

Terrell TX 2000 550  $4.2 million property tax abatements 

Waco TX 2004* 300 $1.4 million land, tax breaks, infrastructure 

Grantsville UT 2005* 600 projected $2.5 million infrastructure, state grant 

Hurricane UT 1993 650 $10 million land, infrastructure 

James City VA 2000 450 > $578,000 grants, state tax credits 

Louisa County VA 2003 500 $500,000 state grant 

Mount Crawford VA 2005* 1,000 projected $2.5 million state grant, infrastructure 

Sutherland VA 1991 700 $700,000 infrastructure 

Grandview WA  2004 600 projected $1 million infrastructure 

Beaver Dam WI 2005* 450 projected $7.7 million infrastructure, land cost rebate 

Menomonie WI 1993 1,300 $750,000 reduced price for land 

Tomah WI 2000 650 $6.6 million infrastructure, reduced-price land 

 
* scheduled or projected opening date 
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Chapter V. Public Policy Options 
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AN ACT TO PROHIBIT THE PROVISION OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
SUBSIDIES TO CERTAIN RETAIL FACILITIES. 

 

Be it Enacted by the State of ___________: 

 

Section 1.  Definitions. 

(1) “BASIC RETAIL SERVICES” MEANS THE PROVISION OF FOODSTUFFS, 
HOUSEHOLD SUPPLIES OR PHARMACEUTICALS BY A RETAIL FACILITY. 

(2) “BLIGHTED AREA” MEANS A CENSUS TRACT WITHIN THE STATE 
WHERE THE UNEMPLOYMENT RATE EXCEEDS BY TWO PERCENTAGE 
POINTS THE STATE’S AVERAGE ANNUAL UNEMPLOYMENT RATE OR 
WHERE THE PERCENTAGE OF HOUSEHOLDS BELOW THE POVERTY 
RATE IS 30% OR MORE IN THE MOST RECENT CENSUS. 

 
(3) “DEVELOPMENT SUBSIDY” MEANS ANY EXPENDITURE OF PUBLIC 
FUNDS WITH A VALUE OF AT LEAST $25,000.00 INCLUDING BUT NOT 
LIMITED TO BONDS, FEE WAIVERS, GRANTS, LAND PRICE DISCOUNTS, 
LOANS, MATCHING FUNDS, PROPERTY TAX ABATEMENTS, TAX CREDITS,  
TAX EXEMPTIONS OR TAX INCREMENT FINANCING GIVEN AS AN 
INCENTIVE TO A BUSINESS FOR THE PURPOSE OF ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT WITHIN THE STATE. 

 
(4) “BUSINESS” MEANS A CORPORATION, PARENT CORPORATION OR 
SUBSIDIARY OF A CORPORATION THAT OWNS A RETAIL FACILITY. 
    
(5) “GRANTING BODY” MEANS THE STATE OR A LOCAL PUBLIC ENTITY 
THAT PROVIDES A DEVELOPMENT SUBSIDY.  

 
(6)  “LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNIT” MEANS AN AGENCY, BOARD, 
COMMISSION, OFFICE, PUBLIC BENEFIT CORPORATION OR PUBLIC 
AUTHORITY OF A POLITICAL SUBDIVISION OF THE STATE. 
 
(7) “NEW EMPLOYEE” MEANS ANY INDIVIDUAL WHO IS EMPLOYED AT 
THE RETAIL FACILITY ON A PART-TIME OR FULL-TIME BASIS, OR WHO 
PERFORMS CONSTRUCTION, ALTERATION OR RENOVATION WORK AT 
THE FACILITY SITE. 
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(8) “RETAIL FACILITY” MEANS A FACILITY USED IN WHOLE OR IN PART 
TO MAKE RETAIL SALES OF TANGIBLE PERSONAL PROPERTY. 

 
Section 2.  Prohibited Subsidies. 
 

(1)   A DEVELOPMENT SUBSIDY SHALL NOT BE PROVIDED BY THE 
STATE OR A LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNIT TO A RETAIL FACILITY  
UNLESS: 
 

(a) THE FACILITY  IS LOCATED IN A BLIGHTED AREA; 
 
(b)  THE DIRECTOR OF THE GRANTING BODY CERTIFIES IN 
WRITING THAT THE AREA LACKS BASIC RETAIL SERVICES AND 
BUT FOR THE DEVELOPMENT SUBSIDY, THE AREA WOULD NOT 
RECEIVE SUCH SERVICES; AND 

 
( c ) THE BUSINESS RECEIVING THE SUBSIDY SHALL PROVIDE 
EACH NEW EMPLOYEE  WITH WAGES EQUAL TO 115 PERCENT OF 
THE AVERAGE HOURLY WAGE PAID TO NON-MANAGERIAL 
EMPLOYEES FOR ALL INDUSTRIES IN THE COUNTY OF THE 
PROJECT SITE.  

 
(2)  IN NO EVENT SHALL  A SUBSIDY BE PROVIDED TO A RETAIL 
FACILITY THAT OTHERWISE MEETS THE CRITERIA UNDER  PARAGRAPH 
(1) IF THE BUSINESS THAT OWNS THE FACILITY HAS VACATED 
ANOTHER RETAIL FACILITY LOCATED WITHIN THE COUNTY AND LEFT 
IT VACANT.  

 
Section 3.  Pre-emption.  
 
 NOTHING IN THIS ACT SHALL BE READ TO REQUIRE OR AUTHORIZE 
ANY BUSINESS TO REDUCE WAGES OR BENEFITS ESTABLISHED UNDER 
ANY COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT OR ANY STATE OR FEDERAL 
LAW.   
 
Section 4.  Effective date. 
 
 THIS ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT SIXTY DAYS AFTER ITS ENACTMENT. 
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Enterprise zone (and related zones) tax benefits 
 

stores 
Natchitoches, LA.................. $1.5 million 
Bloomington, IL ................... $1.5 million 
Ravenna, OH ...................... $1.3 million 
Ouachita Parish, LA ................$840,000 

Ruston, LA............................... $647,000 
Streetsboro, OH .....................  $491,000 
Millville, NJ ............... not available (n.a.) 

 
distribution centers

Porterville, CA ...................... $14 million  
Island Creek Twnshp, OH ... $3.6 million 
Wash. Court House, OH ..... $3.5 million 
Minersville, PA  ...................... $2 million  
Hermiston, OR .................... $1.6 million 

Robert, LA ........................... $1.5 million 
Arcadia, FL ...................................... n.a. 
Moberly, MO .................................... n.a. 
James City, VA ................................ n.a.

 
 

Free or reduced-price land 
 

stores 
Birmingham, AL .................... $10 million 
Covina, CA .......................... $5.3 million 
Colton, CA ........................... $2.6 million 
Rialto, CA ............................ $2.6 million 

Duarte, CA............................ $1.8 million 
San Diego, CA............. $1.3 million (TIF) 
Pell City, AL ......................... $1.1 million 

 
distribution centers 

Hurricane, UT ......................... $7 million  
Beaver Dam, WI .................. $5.4 million 
Pauls Valley, OK .................... $4 million  
Smyrna, DE ......................... $2.8 million 
Woodland, PA ........................ $2 million 
Tomah, WI ........................... $1.6 million 
Macclenny, FL ..................... $1.5 million 
New Caney, TX ................... $1.5 million 
Hope Mills, NC .................... $1.2 million 
Island Creek Twnshp, OH ... $1.1 million 
North Platte, NE .............$1 million (TIF) 
Plainview, TX ......................... $1 million 
Sanger, TX ............................. $1 million 

Menomonie, WI ...................... $750,000 
Bartlesville, OK ....................... $675,000  
Olney, IL ................................. $630,000 
Waco, TX ................................ $548,900 
Carrollton, GA.......................... $500,000 
Henderson, NC ....................... $500,000 
Coldwater, MI ......................... $499,999 
Pageland, SC ......................... $350,000 
Lewiston, ME .......................... $330,600 
New Albany, MS ..................... $100,000 
Terrell, TX ................................. $58,000 
Wash. Court House, OH .................. n.a.
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General grants 
 

distribution centers 
London, KY .......................... $13 million 
Brundidge, AL ........................ $5 million 
North Platte, NE .....$4.2 million (CDBG) 
Tobyhanna, PA ................... $2.3 million 
Shelby, NC .......................... $2.1 million 
Mount Crawford, VA ............ $1.5 million 
Smyrna, DE ......................... $1.2 million 

St. Lucie County, FL ............... $1 million 
Grantsville, UT ........................ $1 million 
Johnstown, NY ....................... $650,000 
James City, VA ....................... $578,000 
Louisa County, VA .................. $500,000 
Dallas, TX ................................. $50,000

 
 

Industrial revenue bond financing 
 

stores 
 see page 25 

 
distribution centers 

Cullman, AL .......................... $12 million 
Douglas, GA ......................... $10 million 

Mt. Pleasant, IA .................... $10 million  
Palestine, TX .......................... $8 million

 
 

Infrastructure and site preparation assistance 
 

stores 
Fenton, MO ..................$10 million (TIF) 
North Charleston, SC....$10 million (TIF) 
Kansas City, MO .........$9.1 million (TIF) 
Wentzville, MO..................... $7.5 million 
Belleville, IL ....................$7 million (TIF) 
Bridgeview, IL ..............$6.7 million (TIF) 
Prescott, AZ ........................... $6 million 
Augusta, ME ................$5.7 million (TIF) 
Kirkwood, MO ..............$5.7 million (TIF) 
Rolling Meadows, IL ............ $5.3 million 
Eureka, MO .................$5.3 million (TIF) 
Pascagoula, MS .............$5 million (TIF) 
Nitro, WV ............................. $4.9 million 
Smithfield Twnshp, PA......... $4.8 million 
Milwaukee, WI .............$4.5 million (TIF) 
Gardendale, AL ...................... $4 million 
Addison, IL .......................... $3.5 million 
Palatine, IL .......................... $3.5 million 
Ozark, MO............................ $3.5 million 
Logan, WV .......................... $3.5 million 
West Chester, OH .......$3.4 million (TIF) 

Trussville, AL .......................... $3 million 
Niles, IL ...................... $2.9 million (TIF) 
Sand Springs, OK ....... $2.8 million (TIF) 
Perris, CA ................... $2.7 million (TIF) 
Chesterfield, MO ......... $2.6 million (TIF) 
San Diego, CA...................... $2.6 million 
D’Iberville, MS ....... $2.3 million (TIF/CDBG) 
Lake Elsinore, CA ................ $2.2 million 
Baraboo, WI ............... $2.2 million (TIF) 
Cameron, MO.............. $2.1 million (TIF) 
Cathedral City, CA ............... $1.8 million 
Monett, MO ...... $1.8 million (prop/sales TIF) 
Manteca, CA ........................ $1.7 million 
Olive Branch, MS. $1.7 million (sales TIF/CDBG) 
Commerce City, CO ....... $1.4 million (sales TIF) 
Sanger, TX ........................... $1.5 million 
Villa Park, IL ........................ $1.4 million 
Union Township, PA ............ $1.3 million 
Bullhead City, AZ ................. $1.2 million 
Altoona, IA .................. $1.2 million (TIF) 
Greenville, MS ............ $1.2 million (TIF) 



 59 

Audubon, NJ ....................... $1.2 million 
Indiana, PA ..................$1.1 million (TIF) 
Palatka, FL ..............$1.1 million (CDBG) 
American Fork, UT............... $1.2 million 
Vandalia, IL ........... $1 million (sales TIF) 
Mobile, AL ...............................$992,000 
Fulton, MS .......... $900,000 (TIF/CDBG) 
Hattiesburg, MS .............$900,000 (TIF) 
Petal, MS ........................$877,000 (TIF) 
Zephyrhills, FL ...........$600,000 (CDBG) 
Garland, TX .............................$575,000 
Leeds, AL ................................$500,000 
Waterville, ME ................$500,000 (TIF) 
Mexico, MO..............................$500,000 

Republic, MO .......................... $500,000 
Waveland, MS ...........$500,000 (CDBG) 
Show Low, AZ ........................ $430,000 
Gilroy, CA ............................... $408,000 
Richland, MS .......................... $363,000 
Biloxi, MS .......................$350,000 (TIF) 
Hemet, CA .............................. $330,000 
Ruston, LA............................... $300,000 
Redlands, CA ......................... $250,000 
West Plains, MO.... $250,000 (sales TIF) 
Moraine, OH ............................ $157,000 
Riverside, CA .................................. n.a. 
Ocean Springs, MS ............n.a. (CDBG) 
Wayne, WV ..................................... n.a. 

 
distribution centers 

Arcadia, FL ........................... $22 million 
Lewiston, ME ....................... $8.6 million 
St. Lucie County, FL ............ $8.2 million 
Bartlesville, OK .................... $7.2 million 
Tomah, WI .............................. $5 million 
Robert, LA ........................... $4.5 million 
Cleburne, TX ...............$4.2 million (TIF) 
Macclenny, FL ..................... $3.7 million 
Woodland, PA ..................... $3.5 million 
Midway, TN ......................... $3.2 million 
Opelousas, LA ........................ $3 million 
New Albany, MS ..................... $3 million 
Hurricane, UT ......................... $3 million  
Shelbyville, TN .................... $2.5 million 
Hernando County, FL .......... $2.3 million 
Beaver Dam, WI .................. $2.3 million 
Marcy, NY ........................... $2.2 million 
Statesboro, GA ....................... $2 million 
Spring Valley, IL ..................... $2 million 
Wash. Court House, OH ........ $2 million  
Coldwater, MI ...................... $1.9 million 
Olney, IL .............................. $1.8 million 
Cessna, PA ......................... $1.6 million 
Brookhaven, MS .................. $1.5 million 
Laurens, SC ...............$250,000 (CDBG) 
Pageland, SC .........$1.5 million (CDBG) 
New Caney, TX ................... $1.5 million  
Grantsville, UT .................... $1.5 million 
Moberly, MO ...................... $1.25 million 

Island Creek Twnshp, OH ... $1.1 million 
LaGrange, GA ........................ $1 million 
Ottawa, KS ............................. $1 million 
Harrisonville, MO .................... $1 million 
St. James, MO ........................ $1 million 
Johnstown, NY ....................... $1 million 
Grove City, OH ....................... $1 million 
Pauls Valley, OK .................... $1 million 
Baytown, TX ............................ $1 million 
Mount Crawford, VA ............... $1 million 
Grandview, WA ...................... $1 million 
Hermiston, OR ........................ $933,000 
Hope Mills, NC ....................... $773,000 
Sutherland, VA ....................... $700,000 
Greencastle, IN ...................... $630,000 
Los Lunas, NM ....................... $600,000 
Winter Haven, FL ................... $598,000 
Casa Grande, AZ ................... $536,000 
Henderson, NC ....................... $500,000 
Dallas, TX ............................... $415,000 
Monroe, GA ............................ $300,000 
Searcy, AR ............................. $250,000 
London, KY ............................. $250,000 
Clarksville, AR ........................ $100,000 
Smyrna, DE .............................. $75,000 
Cullman, AL ..................................... n.a. 
Seymour, IN .................................... n.a. 
North Platte, NE .............................. n.a. 
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Job training and recruiting grants 
 

distribution centers 
Terrell, TX ........................... $1.4 million  
Cessna, PA ......................... $1.3 million 
Spring Valley, IL ......................$600,000 
St. James, MO ........................$600,000 
Macclenny, FL .........................$446,000 
Minersville, PA ........................$450,000 
Moberly, MO ............................$400,000 
North Platte, NE ......................$400,000 

Columbus, OH ........................ $400,000 
Loveland, CO ........................  $300,000 
Olney, IL ................................. $250,000 
Johnstown, NY ....................... $250,000 
Midway, TN ............................ $250,000 
Wash. Court House, OH ......... $200,000 
Seymour, IN .................................... n.a. 

 
 

Property tax exemptions/abatements 
 

stores 
New Orleans ........................... $7 million 
Country Club Hills, IL .......... $6.3 million 
Oneida, NY...............................$850,000 

Dallas, TX ............................... $630,000 
Lumberton, NJ ........................ $534,000 
Bastrop, TX ............................ $125,000 

 
distribution centers 

Olney, IL ............................... $46 million 
Sharon Springs, NY ............. $46 million  
Opelousas, LA ...................... $30 million 
New Braunfels, TX ............... $20 million 
Ottawa, KS ........................... $18 million  
Grove City, OH ..................... $18 million 
Baytown, TX.......................... $18 million 
Robert, LA ............................ $15 million 
New Albany, MS .................. $8.4 million 
Bartlesville, OK ....................... $8 million  
Sterling, IL ........................... $6.6 million 
Los Lunas, NM .................... $6.1 million 
St. Lucie County, FL ............... $5 million 
Palestine, TX ....................... $4.7 million  
Temple, TX .......................... $3.6 million 
Cessna, PA ............................ $3 million 
Cleburne, TX ....................... $2.8 million  
Terrell, TX ........................... $2.8 million 
Woodland, PA ..................... $2.5 million  

Opelika, AL .......................... $2.2 million 
Midway, TN ............................ $2 million  
Harrisonville, MO ................. $1.6 million 
Seymour, IN ........................ $1.5 million  
Pauls Valley, OK ................. $1.5 million  
Sanger, TX .......................... $1.3 million 
Garrett, IN ............................... $1 million  
Dallas, TX ............................... $919,000 
Monroe, GA ............................ $900,000 
Waco, TX ................................ $570,000 
Douglas, GA .................................... n.a. 
LaGrange, GA ................................. n.a. 
Greencastle, IN ............................... n.a. 
Hopkinsville, KY .............................. n.a. 
Brookhaven, MS .............................. n.a. 
Johnstown, NY ................................ n.a. 
New Caney, TX ............................... n.a. 
Plainview, TX ................................... n.a. 
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Sales tax abatements and refunds  
(not earmarked for infrastructure) 

 
stores 

Country Club Hills, IL ............. $6 million 
Evergreen Park, IL .............. $5.3 million 
Moline, IL.............................. $2.7 million 
Riverside, CA ....$2.2 million (pkg lease) 

San Diego, CA... $2.2 million (pkg lease) 
Corona, CA .......... $2 million (pkg lease) 
Redlands, CA ...... $1 million (pkg lease) 
Hemet, CA .............................. $750,000 

 
 

State tax credits & refunds 
 

stores 
Beckley, WV....................... $1.25 million 

 
distribution centers 

Pageland, SC .................... $26.3 million 
Hopkinsville, KY ................... $15 million 
North Platte, NE .................. $9.5 million 
Lewiston, ME ....................... $7.1 million 
Spring Valley, IL .................. $4.7 million  
Island Creek Twnshp, OH ... $3.4 million 
Macclenny, FL ..................... $2.9 million 
Wash. Court House, OH ..... $2.6 million 
Columbus, OH ..................... $2.2 million 
Arcadia, FL .......................... $1.8 million 
Clarksville, AR ........................ $1 million 

Bentonville, AR ................................ n.a. 
Harrisonville, MO ............................. n.a. 
St. James, MO ................................. n.a. 
Brookhaven, MS .............................. n.a. 
Henderson, NC ................................ n.a. 
Shelby, NC ...................................... n.a. 
Bartlesville, OK ................................ n.a. 
Pauls Valley, OK ............................. n.a. 
Minersville, PA ................................. n.a. 
James City, VA ................................ n.a. 
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ENDNOTES 
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4. The total reflects estimates of total subsidies over the life of the subsidy agreements. The amount is not adjusted 
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February 4, 2004 and on documents provided by Mr. Puster. See also Don Jovich, “Council Votes to Terminate Tax 
Agreements of Wal-Mart, Seegott,” Record-Courier, June 25, 2003.  
 
10. See “Wal-Mart, Union Reach Settlement,” Arkansas Democrat-Gazette, May 24, 1991. 
 
11. Wal-Mart Stores Inc. proxy statement filed May 7, 1992, section on “interest of management in certain 
transactions.” 
 
12. Wal-Mart Stores Inc. proxy statement filed April 19, 2001, section on “related-party transactions.” 
 
13. “Forbes 400: Team Players,” Forbes, October 6, 2003, p.210 
 
14. For a good review of THF’s quest for subsidies, see  Dan Mihalopoulos, “Taxpayers Often Help Build Wal-
Marts,” St. Louis-Post Dispatch, May 10, 1998, p.A1. 
  
15. Telephone interview with Paul Shillcock, Economic Development Manager for Cathedral City, California, 
January 12, 2004. 
 
16. Telephone interview with Gregory Pettis, Mayor Pro tem of Cathedral City, California, January 30, 2004. 
 
17. Bozek v. Redevelopment Agency of Chula Vista, 1998 Ca. LEXIS 8292 Supreme Ct. of Ca. There was no written 
opinion produced in this ruling.  
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18.  See the following two articles by Becky Sisco in the Telegraph Herald: “Wal-Mart Takes Galena Off the Shelf” 
(April 6, 2001, p.A1) and “Lawsuit Will Not Slow Wal-Mart’s Galena Plans” (July 3, 2002, p.A3). The project later 
ran into other legal difficulties.  
 
19. “Land Buy OK’d for Wal-Mart,” Rockford Register Star, August 5, 2003, p.7A. 
 
20. 1,000 Friends of Wisconsin, Wisconsin's Tax Incremental Finance Law: Lending a Hand to Blighted Areas or 
Turning Cornfields  into Parking Lots? October 1999, online at <www.1000friendsofwisconsin.com/TIF.shtml>. 
The addendum to the full report includes a July 28, 1999 letter sent by Wal-Mart Corporate Real Estate Manager 
Randy Crossno to Sauk County Supervisor Bart Olson saying: “In response to your question, the answer is simply, 
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21. Linda Billingsly, “Olivette Voters Reject Shopping Center,” St. Louis Post-Dispatch, February 9, 2000, p.B1. 
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